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8 December 2001 – 10 January 2002

Matthew EA Shardlow

8 December 2001

Lima – on coast road – Miraflores

Peruvian pelican

Band-tailed gull

In Kenney and Central parks, Miraflores

Shiny cowbird

Rufous-collared sparrow

Pacific dove

Rock dove

Amazilia hummingbird

Palm tanager

Bananaquit

9 December 2001

Hostel el Patio

Pacific dove

Bananaquit

Shiny cowbird

Vermillion flycatcher

House wren

Central Lima

Black vulture

Band-tailed gull

Kelp gull

Pacific dove

Scarlet-fronted parakeet

11 December 2001

Bus journey Lima -> Pisco

Coastal area dry deserts interspersed with cultivated valleys

Turkey vulture

House sparrow

Cattle egret

Vermillion flycatcher

Pisco, Plaza de Armas

Blue and white swallow

American kestral

Croaking ground dove

House sparrow

Rufous-collared sparrow

Pacific dove

12 December 2001

Paracas fishing village

Band-tailed gull

Kelp gull

Grey-headed gull

Franklin’s gull

Laughing gull

Peruvian pelican

Boat trip to Ballestas Isles

Peruvian booby

Humboldt penguin (6)

Blackish oystercatcher

Guanay cormorant

Red-legged cormorant

Neotropic cormorant

Inca Tern

Ruddy turnstone

Band-tailed gull

Kelp gull

Franklin’s gull

Laughing gull

Peruvian pelican

Turkey vulture

Paracas National Park

Coastal desert

Chilean flamingo

Wimbrel

Elegant tern

American oystercatcher

Coastal miner

Black vulture

Peruvian booby

Inca tern

Guanay cormorant

Red-legged cormorant

Peruvian thick-knee tracks in sand

Lagunillas in Paracas NP

Bay and coast

Band-tailed gull

Kelp gull

Laughing gull

Peruvian seaside Cinclodes

Wandering tattler (4)

Ruddy turnstone

Guanay cormorant

Spotted sandpiper

Whimberel

On coast just south of Pisco

Sanderling

Pisco – dusk, hunting for thick-knees in acacia scrub on road between Pisco and Pan American highway

Slender-billed finch

Lesser nighthawk

Short-tailed field tyrant

White-tipped dove  Det. B Walker

13 December 2001

Bus from Pisco to Nazca

Blue and white swallow

Pacific dove

American kestral

House sparrow

Long-tailed mocking bird

14 December 2001

In Arequipa

Rock dove

Chiguanco thrush

Croaking ground dove

Rufous-collared sparrow

15 December 2001

Santa Catalina Monastery

Peruvian sheartail

Blue and white swallow

16 December 2001

La Casa de Mi Abuela 

Chiguanco thrush

Oasis hummingbird

Black crowned night-heron

17-18 December 2001

Trip to Colca Canyon

Pantahuasi – tea stop - 3900 m

Mountain caracara

Andean lapwing

Striated earth-creeper?? (1)

This bird looked so different in structure and behaviour to the Streak-throated canestero that I felt sure that it was quite different.  Obviously canyon canestero, for instance, may indeed be quite different, not having seen this species I would not know.   Compared with the Streak-throated canestero the Panatahasi bird was larger, more heavily and sleekly built, ran wagtail-like on the ground with hunched wings and tight, smooth plumage with neatly defined chestnut brown speckles on a white underside and a chestnut brown upperside.  The bird had long dark legs and a heavy but long bill with a slight downward droop [ruling out Straight-billed Earth-creeper?].  

Gunnar Engblom comments:- >>>As for your unidentified bird at Pantahuasi (Arequipa), I does not sound like an Earthcreeper as you did not mention cocked tail. It is also quite out of range for Striated Earthcreeper which is not known to migrate. I am afraid I can not give a better more likely alternative. Straight-billed Earthcreeper in spite of the name does have some droop, but less so than the others.>>>
 

Mark Pearman comments: No it doesn't sound like an earthcreeper, and especially not Straight-billed Earthcreeper which runs with its tail in a vertical position.
 

I think that it could possibly have been Slender-billed Miner, especially as wagtail like movements were mentioned and Geosittas constantly pump their tails. Also the bill of G. tenuirostris seems to fit the description quite well.

Gunnar Engblom comments: I agree with Mark Pearman that ir was most likeley it was Slender-billed Miner - probably an immature as it is very streaked below.
 

Bright-rumped yellow finch (20)

Coporaque Village 3500 m

Black chested buzzard eagle

Chiguanco thrush

Hooded siskin

Rufous collared sparrow

Giant hummingbird

Eared dove

Rock dove

Thermal baths North of Chivay on R. Colca 

Speckled teal

Cruz del Cura (between Pinchollo and Cabanaconde) 3750 m

Rufous-collared sparrow

Bare-faced ground dove

Hooded siskin

Andean swift

Giant hummingbird

Chiguanco thrush

Band-tailed seed eater

Rufous-naped ground tyrant

American kestral

Andean condor (1 male 1 immature)

Andean flicker

Band-tailed sierra finch

White-browed chat-tyrant

Vizrachani 4200 m

Lakes and moors 

Speckled teal

Andean gull

Andean goose

Puna ibis

Andean plover

Speckled teal

19 December 2001

Desaguadero bus station on Peru/Bolivia border

Edge of lake Titicaca 

Giant coot

Andean gull

Andean coot

Snowy egret

Puna teal

Rock dove

20 December 2001

Lake Titicaca 3820m

Boat from Puno –> Uros Isles

Andean duck

Andean gull

Andean coot

Black crowned night heron

Andean lapwing

Puna teal

Cinnamon teal

Neotropical cormorant

Cattle egret

Andean swallow

Yellow-winged blackbird

Plumbeous rail

Common moorhen

Baird’s sandpiper (1)

Puna ibis

White tufted grebe

Amantani Island, Lake Titicaca

Chiguanco thrush

Rufous-collared sparrow

Mountain wren

Black-throated flowerpeircer

Spot winged pigeon

Andean gull

Andean flicker

Peruvian sierra finch

Bare-faced ground dove

Bar-winged cinclodes

20 December 2001

Tequile Island, Lake Titicaca

Chiguanco thrush

Rufous-collared sparrow

Mountain wren

Black-throated flowerpeircer

White-banded mocking bird (see description)

Andean flicker

Peruvian sierra finch

Mountain caracara

Mourning sierra finch

Black siskin

Bar-winged cinclodes

American kestral

White-winged cinclodes

Sparkling violet ear

23 December 2001

Paucartombo 2400 m

Village and river

Torrent Tyrannulet

Rufous-collared sparrow

Rock Dove

Yacanacu Border of Manu NP

High cloudforest

Great thrush

Black-billed shrike tyrant

24 December 2001

San Pedro Lodge

Cloud Forest 1700 m

Blue-naped Chlorophonia

Russet-backed Oropendola

Andean Cock-of-the-Rock

Slate-throated Redstart

Silver-beaked Tanager

Bronzy Inca

Black phoebe

Golden tanager

Paradise tanager

Bus journey to Pilcopata

Cloudforest and cultivated fields

Tropical kingbird

Roadside hawk

Umbrella bird

Russet-backed oropendola

Smooth-billed Ani

Black vulture

Cattle egret

Rock dove

Striated heron (with orange/red legs!)

Rio Alto Madre Dios raft journey from Pilcopata to Atalaya

Black caracara

Bat falcon

Capped heron

Spotted sandpiper

Black-crowned night heron

Fasciated Tiger-Heron

White-winged swallow

Greater yellow-headed vulture

Neotropical cormorant

Snowy egret

Striated heron (with orange/red legs!)

Cocoi heron

Pale-vented pigeon

Common Potoo

Amazon kingfisher

Black phoebe

Erica Lodge

Low Cloudforest

Blue-grey tanager

25 December 2001

Rio Alto Madre Dios on boat

Greater kiskadee

Chestnut-fronted macaw

Blue-headed parrot

Russet-backed oropendola

White-eyed parrot

White-banded swallow

Tropical kingbird

Blue-grey tanager

Silver-beaked tanager

Great egret

White-collared swift

Osprey

Sand-coloured nighthawk

Roseate spoonbill (1)

Roadside hawk

Black vulture

White-winged swallow

Turkey vulture

Cocoi heron

Black caracara

Wood stork (1)

Giant cowbird

Blue and yellow macaw

Manu river

Greater ani

Red-capped cardinal

Limonal – Manu NP warden’s lodge

Rainforest

Scarlet macaw

Blue and yellow macaw

Ringed kingfisher

Horned screamer (heard)

Pale winged trumpeter (heard)

Red-bellied macaw

Purplish jay

26 December 2001

Manu River on boat

Curvier’s toucan

Large-billed tern (1)

Cocoi heron

White-winged swallow

Capped heron

Amazon kingfisher

Red and green macaw

Spotted sandpiper

Tropical kingbird

Cattle egret

Brown-chested martin

Great egret

Swallow wing

Red-capped cardinal

Red-throated caracara (heard)

Pied lapwing

Scarlet macaw

Blue and yellow macaw

Snowy egret

Giant cowbird

Matziguenka Lodge

Blue throated piping guan

Curvier’s toucan

Peccary Lodge

Red-necked woodpecker

Screaming Piha (heard)

Salvador Lake (early succession ox-bow)

White-winged swallow

Red-capped cardinal

Ringed kingfisher

Snowy egret

Greater kiskadee

Neotropical cormorant

Hoatzin (2 pairs)

Greater ani

Lesser kiskadee

Black caracara

Black vulture

Cocoi heron

Striated heron

Muscovy duck

Scarlet macaw

27 December 2001

Salvador Lake (early succession ox-bow)

Mealy parrot

Purple gallinule

Greater yellow-headed vulture

Capped heron

Great egret

Yellow-rumped cacique

Black-fronted nunbird

Plum-throated cotinga

Sunbittern

Great black hawk imm. Det. B Walker

Manu River

Horned screamer

Otorongo Lake (later succession ox-bow)

Wattled jacana

Black-capped donacobius

Striated heron

Great egret

White-winged swallow

Mealy parrot

Roadside hawk

Green kingfisher

Black-fronted nunbird

Salvador Lake (at dusk)

Amazonian barred woodcreeper

Pale-legged honero

American pygmy kingfisher

Sand-coloured nighthawk

Boat-billed heron (heard)

28 December 2001

Manu River

Blue-throated piping guan

Jaribu stork (1)

Bare-necked fruit-crow

29 December 2001

Puerto Maldonaldo

Town and cultivated areas

Smooth-billed ani

Roadside hawk

Rio Alto Madre Dios River on boat

Black vulture

Swallow-tailed kite

Grey-necked woodrail

Giant cowbird

White-banded swallow

White-winged swallow

Pied lapwing

Swallow wing

Tropical kingbird

Black caracara

Posanda Lodge

Rainforest

Silver-beaked tanager

Screaming piha (heard)

Mealy parrot

30 December 2001

Posada Lodge

Spix’s guan

Amazonian oropendola

Reddish hermit

Olivaceous woodcreeper

Plumbeous pigeon

Bat falcon

Red and green macaw

Blue grey tanager

Crested oropendola

Lesser kiskedee

31 December 2001

Rio Alto Madre Dios River up stream

King vulture

Sand-coloured nighthawk

Capped heron

Plumbeous kite

Bat falcon

Turkey vulture

Greater yellow-headed vulture

Black vulture

Cattle egret

Chestnut fronted macaw

White-banded swallow

White-winged swallow

Spotted sandpiper

Cocoi heron

Tambopata

Black skimmer (1)

Snowy egret

Pied lapwing

Great egret

Orinoco goose (2 pairs)

Roadside hawk

Osprey

Tropical kingbird

1 January 2002

Tambopata Research Centre

Blue and yellow macaw

Crested oropendola

2 January 2002

Clay lick at Tambopata Research Centre

Chestnut-fronted macaw

Mealy parrot

Blue-throated piping guan

Blue-headed parrot

Tropical kingbird

Roadside hawk

Black caracara

Black-fronted nunbird

Chestnut-eared aracari

Greater kiskidee

Magpie tanager

Tambopata Research Centre 

Lesson’s seedeater

White browed antbird

On River

Razor-billed curassow (2)

Wood stork (1)

Posanda

Pale-winged trumpeter

White-necked puffbird

Dusky-headed parakeet

White-bellied parrot

Mealy parrot

Blue-headed parrot

Yellow-rumped cacique

Spix’s guan

3 January 2002

Puerto Maldonaldo

In airport lounge 

Saffron finch (1 in hand, flew into window)

5 January 2002

Cusco-Quillabamba Road (sector abra Malaga)

Montane grassland (puna) and scrub on way up

With Ramiro Yábar

Andean gull

Andean lapwing

Puna ibis

Great thrush

Speckled teal

Crested duck

San Luis cloudforest 2800m

Rufous-breasted chat tyrant

Band-tailed pigeon

White-throated tyrannulet

Chestnut-bellied mountain tanager

Blue-backed conebill

Golden-collared tanager

Scarlet-bellied mountain tanager

Supercilliated hemispingus

Cusco brushfinch (2)

Amethyst-throated sun angel

Hooded mountain tanager

Moustached flowerpeircer

Masked flowerpeircer

Marcapata spinetail

Smoke-coloured peewee

Spectacled redstart

Drab hemispingus

Inca wren

Sierran elaenia

Three-striped hemispingus

Blue-capped tanager

White-banded tyrannulet

Unstreaked tit-tyrant

Citrine warbler

Diademed tapaculo

Pale-footed swallow

Violet-throated starfrontlet

Mountain caracara

Mountain wren

Brown-backed chat-tyrant

White-collared swift

Quillabamba-Ollantaytambo road

Near top of road 4,200m

Variable hawk

Brown-bellied swallow

Andean ibis

Bar-winged cincloides

Plumbeous sierra finch

Streak-throated canestero

Rusty flowerpeircer

Peňas 3500m

Montane grassland (puna) and scrubby cloudforest 

Rufous-collared sparrow

Black-throated flowerpiercer

Shining sunbeam

Creamy-crested spinetail (1)

Tufted tit-tyrant

Chestnut-breasted mountain finch (1)

Red-crested cotinga

Andean parakeet

6 January 2002

Aqua Calientis 2000m

Torrent tyrannulet

Macchu Picchu 2600m

Cloudforest

Rufous-collared sparrow

Inca wren

Blue grey tanager

Band-tailed seedeater

Brown-backed chat tyrant

Variable hawk

Hooded siskin

Blue and white swallow

Plumbeous sierra finch

Green and white hummingbird (>10)

Near river at base of mountain

Beryl-spangled tanager

Fawn-breasted tanager

Golden-naped tanager

Black phoebe

Andean guan

Streak-necked flycatcher

Slate-throated redstart

Green and white hummingbird (>5)

Sierran elaenia

Variable antshrike

Pale-legged warbler

7 January 2002

Aqua Calientis along river

Fasciated tiger heron

Slate-throated redstart

Russet-crowned warbler

Dusky-green oropendola

Mountain wren

Green and white hummingbird (c.5)

Mitred parakeet

Aqua Calientis in cloudforest above springs

Rust and yellow tanager

Smoky peewee

Fawn-breasted tanager

Yellow-whiskered bush tanager (but yellow on nearly all of throat and white central area barely observable)

On river from Macchu Piccu to Olliantaytambo

No torrent ducks (1 possible female)

On river 2-6 miles upstream of Olliantaytambo

Torrent duck (1f 2m)

White-winged cinclodes

10 January 2002

Pantanos de Villa, Lima

Coastal freshwater wetland

Croaking ground dove

Pacific dove

Band-tailed gull

Neotropical cormorant

Great grebe

Andean coot

Cinnamon teal

Common moorhen

Black vulture

Puna ibis

Shiny cowbird

Cattle egret

Andean duck

Peruvian meadowlark

Franklin’s gull

Pied-billed grebe

Great egret

Kelp gull

White-cheeked pintail

Osprey

American kestral

Peruvian thick-knee (1)

Park in Miraflores

Canary-winged parakeet

White-banded Mockingbird Record

Number of birds: 1

Age: Adult?

Sex: ?

Place: Tequile Island, Lake Titicaca
Dates of your observations: 21.12.01
Times: 10.30 am

Total duration of your observations: c.4 mins

Other sightings/dates known to you: none

Observer(s)

Name: Matthew Shardlow and Helen Shardlow

Address: 19 Temple Close

Huntingdon

Cambridgeshire

PE29 3QX

Telephone: 01480 457211

E-mail: matt.shardlow@buglife.org.uk

Years of birdwatching experience: 12, including RSPB bird surveyor 1995 and RSPB Ecologist 1996-2002

Other observers: 

Who found it? Matthew Shardlow

Who identified it? Matthew Shardlow

Who else is reporting it? Helen Shardlow

Any who disagree? None




Observation

What optical aids were used? Binoculars

Distance from bird: 30 m

Species present for comparison (alongside and nearby): see full list

Previous experience of the species: 

None

Experience of similar species: 

Long-tailed mockingbird

Photographs

Was the bird photographed? No

Photographer: 

Address: 

Is a photograph being submitted with this description? No

Habitat

Terraced slope c. 250 m from coast on the eastern side of island; dry montane farmland with scattered scrub, eucalyptus and mud/corrugated iron dwellings.

Altitude: 3840 m

Weather

Wind direction and force: 0-1

Cloud cover: 3/8

Light conditions: Direct sunlight

Angle of sun to observer: 90 degrees on left hand side

Visibility: clear

Rain? none

Description

First describe the circumstances of the observation. Then give a detailed description of the bird(s), preferably based on notes taken at the time of the observation, before reference to books. Attach original field notes, or photocopies, whenever possible.

Circumstances

The two observers were walking from the port on the north of the island towards the main square on Tequile.  The weather was fine and there was much bird activity (and altitude) and as a result the observers had dropped well behind the less interested and fitter tourists in the party.  A very distinctive and obvious bird was noted by MS c. 30 m down the terraces from the path.  MS drew the attention of HS to the bird and it wads observed for at least 4 minutes.

Description

General appearance

A long-tailed chat-like bird with white outer tail feathers, a white wing band and a rufous rump.

Shape and size
As Chiguanco thrush, but more lightly built and beak shorter, tail slightly longer proportionally.

Colour
Bill and legs black, under parts cream-white, upper parts pale grey except rump which was pale pinkish brown.  Pale cream super-cilium extending to at least 1x eye diameter behind eye.  Tail large and wedge-shaped, fanned in flight.  White outer tail feathers with small number of black inner tail feathers.  Wings with white band and other smaller patches of black, white and grey.

Behaviour and habitat

Perched on a wall in terraced, dry montane farmland with scattered scrub, eucalyptus and mud/corrugated iron dwellings (c.1.5 mins). 

Alert and active with regular wagtail style tail flicks.  Flew c.10m fanning tail and wings, before landing on ground (c.3.5 mins).  Then flew low and fluidly away over wall and out of sight.

Post Observation

In the field it was clear that the bird was not pictured in Birds of Peru (Clements and Shany 2001).  When we returned to Puno we consulted Birds of Southern South America and Antarctica (Pena and Rumboll 1998), the bird clearly matched the illustration of White-banded mocking bird (Mimus triurus) (Plate 84).  Although the habitat seemed to match there was clearly an issue with the distribution.  The map showed a breeding distribution confined to central southern Argentina and a small area of southern Chile (presumably, and later confirmed as, an Austral summer breeding distribution).  The non-breeding range extended into N. Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay.  MS questioned a number of local guides on the likelihood of someone living locally keeping an pet mocking bird, all thought this improbable.

On return to England various other text held in the RSPB, Sandy library were examined.  In particular Wrens, dippers and thrashers (Brewer and MacKay 2001) and The birds of South America Vol I (Ridgely and Tudor 1989).  The description and remembered image of the bird again closely matched the plates of White-banded mocking bird.  The very clear contrast between the warm reddish brown tones of the rump and lower back and the colder grey tones of the upper back on the observed bird was the feature that enabled qualm free rejection of Brown-banded mocking bird (Mimus dorsalis).  The distribution map for White-banded mocking bird in both these books were essentially the same, but very different from that in Pena and Rumboll (1998).  The maps in these books showed a breeding season of Nov-Dec and a main breeding distribution in central and north Argentina with two smaller distribution areas, one in central western Paraguay and one in north-west Bolivia (an no Chile population!).  Both books also emphasise that the breeding distribution in the north of the range is poorly known.  

However, just as one issue seemed to be solved another issue was created as both books refer to the species occurring at ‘mostly sea-level to 500m, though up to 1950m in Bolivia’.  Clearly, being at twice this altitude makes this an extremely unusual, and no doubt controversial, record.  

And finally, is this record 100% certain? Yes

See also attached field notes.
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